CHILDREN
FACING
VIOLENC
TANG/
AND




Inter-ethnic conflicts, in the Provinces of Tanganyika and South Kivu, have
displaced more than 1.3 million people. We estimate that almost 800,000
children are displaced. Some found themselves in spontaneous camps such
as around the city of Kalemie. Others sought refuge with host families.

Children are the first victims of this violence. Our field teams have identified
many cases of child rights violations, including the recruitment of children
into militias and sexual abuse. We call on all parties to immediately stop any
act of violence against children.

The health of thousands of children is impacted by the crisis. The
destruction of health facilities has reduced access to health care for

the population affected by the violence. Thousands of children are
malnourished in the many health zones affected by the crisis. Outbreaks

of measles and cholera are on the rise. Even education is not spared. We
estimate that more than 160,000 children have stopped education because
their schools have been attacked, destroyed or occupied by displaced
persons or militias.

Today, the children of Tanganyika and South Kivu Provinces are suffering.
Violence must stop and help must be provided immediately. With our
local partners, we provide humanitarian assistance, while continuing our
structural development activities. But, our response is insufficient because
humanitarian access and financial means are still limited. | appeal to all to
mobilize for the children of Tanganyika and South Kivu.

Dr Tajudeen Oyewale
Acting Representative of UNICEF in the Democratic Republic of Congo
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nflict, opposing militia groups mainly Pygmies and Bantu,
ganyika Province for several years. The conflict
took a new turn i 017, when ethnic minority militias formed an alliance
ith the Mai tumba armed group that led attacks in the Provinces

of Tanganyika, Kivu and Maniema. Inter-ethnic violence and clashes
betwee e regular army and militias have led to significant displacement of
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g3 Province has 717,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs),
n 340,000 have ﬂqkln 2017 (OCHA, December 2017). 430,000
i en. The C|ty of Kalemie has 48,000 displaced people from

ted territories (IOM, November 2017). They live in one of the
Us cam have sought refuge with host families in the city of

(ﬂiisplaced persons in South Kivu Province is estimated
DCHA, December 2017), including 365,000 children. Since June
1 285,000 people have moved to the territories of Fizi (South
e (Maniema).

d returnees face precarious and dangerous situations
They often lack access to basic services such as water

ary health care, education, protection, and access to
and non-food items.
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Protect children from violence

The consequences of the population displacement on children’s protection
are enormous. UNICEF and its partners have documented numerous cases
of child rights violations, including recruitment of children by militias, sexual
violence, killing and maiming, attacks on schools and hospitals, as well as
restrictions on humanitarian access. UNICEF calls on all actors to protect
children from all acts of violence.

UNICEF estimates that in the Tanganyika Province the number of children
recruited in militias exceeds 2,000. In addition, UNICEF and its partners
identified more than 500 unaccompanied children, 400 cases of children
injured during the conflict and 300 cases of sexual violence (figures end of
October 2017).

In the affected territories of South-Kivu, the National Program for
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration estimates that more than
1,000 children are recruited by militias. UNICEF and its partners have
identified 39 unaccompanied children, 67 children who have left militias, and
almost 500 cases of sexual violence.

In 2017, more than 200 schools were destroyed in the Tanganyika Province.
As a result of this, and the storms that affected the schools, more than
70,000 children in the Province did not continue their education. 186,000
children were already excluded from school before the outbreak of the
recent crisis, because of poverty and weaknesses in the school system. In
the South Kivu Province in 2017, more than 100 schools were attacked.
These attacks and school occupations deprive more than 93,000 children of
education.
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Maintaining the health of
children and women at the
heart of the crisis

The impact of violence on children’s health is dramatic. The situation w
deteriorate without an rapid and adequate humanitarian response. The
destruction of 30 health facilities in Tanganyika Province has reduced access
to health care for the population affected by the violence. Prevalem.’?‘t

of acute malnutrition among children are increasing as a result of violenc

many health zones in the Provinces of Tanganyika and South Kivu. 'J

o
Province has reglstered 5,835 suspected cases of measles W|tH“9 d:eaths

and 6,041 cases of cholera with 134 deaths in 2017. The areas impacted by
the conflict are by far the most affected. In the Province of South Kivu, more
than 12,173 suspected cases of measles including 109 deaths have been
notified in 2017. The number of cholera cases has doubled in South Kivu
between 2016 and 2017, from 4,975 to more than 12,250 cases.
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In response to the crisis in Tanganyika and South Kivu, UNICEF has planned!!!

- 350,000 64,750

:ﬁ:,.—‘! displaced people with essential household items in *-.H" m,-" children af‘fected by the crisis in South Kivu
""" Tanganyika and South Kivu : have access to education
"=28,500 1,200
...... | f......ﬂi ’
1.,# children suf'fermg from severe acute L “ / children released from militias in Tanganyika
M ,.-" malnutrition in Tanganyika and South Kivu For” and South Kivu
to vaccinate 8 5 7 7 8 2 to provide
...... et
? S ’
E ; children from 6 months to 10 years against 1"& ____,.-‘ survivors of sexual violence in Tanganyika with
1‘“‘* ----- - measles in South Kivu appropriate health care
...... 4 If'f"_lh‘x__ ’
_‘H displaced persons returnees and other people \ .-"'j people affected by the crisis in South Kivu with

at risk with water, sanitation and hygiene cash support

interventions in Tanganyika

120,000

children affected by the crisis in Tanganyika
with psycho-social support

[1] Objectives for six months from November 2017 to April 2018 depending on the financial resources made available by the donors; non-exhaustive list of objectives Children facing violence in Tanganyika and South Kivu |
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Facing emergency

UNICEF is present since many years in the Provinces of Tanganyika
and South Kivu and has an extensive network of local partners.
Together with its partners, UNICEF provides humanitarian
assistance while continuing structural development work.

UNICEF provides multi-sectoral support to newly displaced persons
and returnees through the Rapid Response to Population Movement
(RRMP) program. In addition, UNICEF organizes the vaccination of
children against measles, the care of malnourished children, the fight
against cholera, the distribution of school material and recreational
kits, the training of teachers in peace education and psycho-social
care. UNICEF also provides assistance to children released from
militias unaccompanied and separated children, victims of sexual
violence, and provides a safe space to children affected by armed
conflicts and displacement.

The humanitarian response is insufficient because of limited
humanitarian access. UNICEF calls on the actors involved in the
conflict to guarantee humanitarian access to people in urgent need
of assistance and to free the schools they occupy. UNICEF asks the
authorities not to organize the return of displaced persons to their
villages without the security conditions being met.
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UNICEF’s urgent asks

1. Protect children against any act of violence;
2. Put an end to looting and destruction of health facilities;

3. Guarantee humanitarian access;

4. Provide security before the return of displaced persons to their
communities and guarantee the voluntary nature of the return;

5. Liberate the occupied schools;

6. Ensure an adequate level of funding for the humanitarian
response.




US $65 million

UNICEF needs US $31 million to fund its
humanitarian response in the Province of
Tanganyika and US $34 million for the Province of

South Kivu.

UNICEF faces a lack of resources to organize its
humanitarian response.
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