


In August 2016, fighting broke out in one of the Democratic
Republic of Congo'’s (DRC) poorest regions— Kasai—after a
traditional leader was killed in clashes with security forces. The
situation deteriorated in 2017, unleashing a wave of violence that
has now engulfed nine of the country’s 26 provinces.

The crisis is having a devastating impact on children. Children are
being forced to endure horrific ordeals such as death, injury, sexual
abuse, arbitrary detention and recruitment into militias. Children
cannot access health services due to the fighting and thousands
have been denied education because their schools were destroyed,
looted or robbed of teachers who had fled or been killed.

This horrific abuse of children must stop and perpetrators must

be brought before justice. Children should be safe in their homes,
schools and playgrounds, not forced to fight on the battlefield or
wounded or killed in the violence. When | was in Kananga, the
capital city of the Province of Kasai, in April | met with children that
had been released from armed groups and forces. They told me
harrowing stories that no child should ever have to experience.

The future of an entire generation of children is at risk in the

Kasai region. UNICEF and its partners have been able to respond
to the needs of more than 150,000 people affected by the crisis,
including children, with health care, education and child protection
programmes. But, while we appeal for the violence to stop, we call
on all to do more for the children in the Kasai, and to do it now.

Dr Tajudeen Oyewale ,,
UNICEF Acting Representative in the DRC
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Between 40% and 60% of the militia members are

children, often younger than 15, which constitutes a
war crime. More than 500 cases of children used as
combatants or human shields have been registered.

According to the latest estimations, 5000 children have
been separated from their families: they are particularly
vulnerable to being recruited by militias and to being
victims of violence and abuse.

The population and particularly the children live in a
state of deep shock and panic. Children show signs of
psychosocial distress and are often afraid to leave their
parents, even for short amounts of time.

600 cases of sexual violence have been registered
affecting 350 girls and 4 boys since the beginning of
the crisis in August 2016. Stigmatization and fear of
reprisals influence the number of survivors willing to
report the violations. Consequently, their actual
number is likely to be under-reported.

At least 100 children have been killed between
January and March 2017. Numerous cases of summary
and extrajudicial executions have been reported,
affecting in particular children allegedly associated
with the militias.

More than 300 children have been arrested in
Kananga and Tshikapa between August 2016 and
March 2017. Thanks to local child protection actors,
only a dozen are still in detention in central prison in
Kananga. The living conditions in the cells are
precarious. There are also reports of children being
victims of torture.



Children bear the brunt
of extreme violence

Thousands of children and families have fled attacks, looting
and violence in Kasai, with entire communities moving in
search of security. In the panic and chaos, many children are
being separated from their families. Currently, 5,000 children
would be separated and waiting to be reunited with their
families.

All six grave violations against children are ongoing in the
region, including killings, maiming, use of children by armed
forces and groups, arbitrary arrest and detention, rape and
sexual violence, attacks on schools and health facilities, and
denial of humanitarian access.

The use of children by militias operating in the Kasai and
the dramatic consequences of this for the physical and
psychological integrity of children, and for their education, is
particularly alarming. Children are being used in the conflict
to carry supplies, cook and serve adult combatants, and to
fight. They are often the first to be injured or killed.

Together with its partners, UNICEF is providing children
released from militias or detention with urgent medical care
and psychosocial support, and as well as family tracing and
reunification. UNICEF partners have set up child-friendly
spaces to help these children cope with their trauma and
continue their schooling. Yet, children’s needs remain huge
and more needs to be done to support their safety, recovery
ana'development.
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As of 21 July 2017, UNICEF and its partners have:
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Supported
more than

157,490

affected people with life-saving interventions,

multi-purpose cash transfers, education, essential

non-food items and child protection measures.

2,734

children suffering from severe acute
malnutrition.

40,421

people with WASH kit

3,600

children to take the national primary school
final exam.

64

new teachers in conflict-affected areas.
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24

classrooms.

695

separated or unaccompanied children with
their families.

34,232

displaced children with psychological and
educational activities in child-friendly spaces.

11,225

displaced or returned households with
unconditional cash support.
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“Without adequate health care, access to
food and clean water, the lives of hundreds

of thousands of children are at risk”

Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF’s Regional Director for West
and Central Africa

Keeping children and
women healthy in the
midst of crisis

Even before the latest outbreak of violence, Kasai was
among the most deprived in the country. More than 1 in 10
children die before the age of 5 due to the lack of adequate
health care in this impoverished part of the country. Half the
children are stunted. In recent months, widespread conflict
across the region has cut children off from services and
dramatically increased their vulnerability to illness and death.

One health center out of four in the Kasai region is not
functioning normally following attacks, destruction, looting
and the flight of health workers. Many mothers are too
scared to visit health services because of the fear of attack en
route.

Nearly 400,000 children are at risk of severe acute
malnutrition due to disrupted markets and families’ lack of
access to food. Eight health zones in Kasai have been put on
nutritional alert.

UNICEF is working with local partners to improve access

to health care and ensure that the lives of children and
women are safeguarded. Health facilities in Kasai are being
strengthened with medicines and health equipment. Local
communities are benefitting from the construction of water
points, latrines and hand washing units, as well as hygiene
awareness messages on how to protect themselves against
cholera and other water-borne diseases. UNICEF provides

therapeutic food to children in nutritional centers and trains
community workers to screen children for severe acute
malnutrition and refer them for treatment.
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Schools should be safe
places where children
can learn

An estimated 150,000 children in the Kasai region need
emergency education. 404 attacks on primary and secondary
schools have been confirmed by field staff since the violence
started in August 2016. Many other schools are now being
used to shelter displaced families or occupied by fighting
forces. Lingering insecurity has left children and teachers
unwilling or unable to return to the classroom.

UNICEF has supported children to take the national primary
school final exam in June and July 2017 and remedial courses
are being offered to out-of-school children. The provision of
school supplies and uniforms is also helping keep children

in school where possible. However, the needs for the new
2017/18 school year remain enormous, with many school still
destroyed and teachers killed, injured or displaced.

“They say that education is the future, why

shouldn’t | have the right to a future, too?”

Fiston which received the support of UNICEF to take his
national primary school final exam
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UNICEF’s urgent asks

1. Stop the violence in the Kasai region so that children
and families can regain access to basic services and that
perpetrators of violence are brought to justice.

2. Give full and unconditional humanitarian access to all
conflict-affected areas in Kasai where children and their
communities—displaced as well as host families—are in dire
need of assistance for their survival.

3. Immediately halt the use of children by the fighting parties.

4. Immediately end attacks, looting and destruction of, health
centers and schools and their staff.

5. The international donor community needs to stand by the
population of the Kasai region, in particular the children,
and provide urgent and timely funding to humanitarian aid
programmes.
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40,2 million USD

is the budget of UNICEF’s Response Plan for the Kasai-crisis for
six months. 40% of the needed funding has been secured from or
pledged by USAID (cash and donation in kind), UK Department
for International Development (DFID), the United Nations Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF), and the German and French
National Committees for UNICEF. UNICEF also extends its thanks
to the Canadian, Swedish and Japanese governments for their
flexible emergency funding that was used in Kasai.
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